Occasionally, unless the proper officers are on deck, the bark that is borne by the strongest current gets into the eddy, and is forced backward with a velocity that carries consternation to the hearts of the stoutest saiWs. 
At Saratoga, when the proposed system was tentatively adopted, the attention of men interested in general education was attracted to the movement. An expert in educational affairs was invited to address the Association upon the subject to which he had devoted his life. In formulating the plan for publication, the Secretary of the association was by vote authorized to consult him as to the list of studies that were to be considered academic. There was no charge that this was ever done, or that there had ever been interference of any kind, but in seeking some subterfuge for the undoing of the work of last year, the point was made that consultation with an expert in educational affairs who was not a member of the Association, although expressly sanctioned in advance by vote of the members, vitiated the whole proceeding, and made the legislation of last year null and void. The chair sustained the point, and ruled that the whole action was unconstitutional, and the laws adopted therefore inoperative and nugatory. An appeal v/as taken from the decision of the chair, and it was sustained. It was in vain that some of the representatives attempted to show the utter absurdity of the whole thing, and demanded a statement of wherein the action was illegal or unconstitutional. It was not even contended that the consultation of an outsider, if it had taken place, had in any way affected the matter or changed the status. No reason was given why this made the rules adopted unconstitutional. It was simply charged that it was irregular, and the chair so ruled, and he was sustained by vote of the Association. In fact, the chairman said he did not know just where the unconstitutionality lay, but he wanted it that way, and he ruled that wayf and it seemed to meet the wishes of the majority, which was undeniable. 
